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January 13, 2014 
 
 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
 
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Majority Leader Reid, Speaker Boehner, Minority Leader McConnell and Minority Leader Pelosi: 
 
I am writing about an ongoing issue in current US appropriations that is negatively impacting the 
American economy and unnecessarily harming our technology sector’s global competitiveness. 
 
The 2013 Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act included a provision that barred the Departments of 
Commerce and Justice, NASA and the National Science Foundation from purchasing information 
technology (IT) systems without first conducting a cyber-espionage or sabotage risk assessment. The 
provision specifically directed the agencies to assess risks due to the product being “produced, 
manufactured or assembled by one or more entities that are owned, directed or subsidized by the People’s 
Republic of China.” 
 
While there is no denying that cybersecurity issues are extremely important, singling out products from 
one country for risk assessments does little to improve the security of the US government’s IT systems. 
Any such assessments should not be based on country-specific criteria but instead based on appropriate 
and effective tools to improve security regardless of origin.  
 
Beyond the ineffectiveness of improving security, the provision provides our trading partners the 
opportunity to impose similar protectionist restrictions on US companies doing business in their markets. 
We saw just such a reaction in China to the 2013 provision, which created significant difficulties for 
American technology companies seeking to sell products and services – including exports from the 
United States – to one of the most important of global markets. 
 
The extension of a measure that does not improve American security but does have real negative impact 
on American economic interests is poor policy. We urge you to oppose the inclusion of this provision in 
FY 2014 appropriations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Frisbie 
President 


